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This month our  Spotlight assesses an immediately
identi'able machine from the Fairey stable that

in the years following World War Two. Distinctively
equipped with a double turboprop engine driving
two contra-rotating propellers, the Gannet was

an unusual machine earmarked for a specilc purpose +
;ﬁ?ﬁéﬁffézgiﬁéjgéf;;g?fﬁffﬁﬁﬁ!IIing a joint anti-submarine and strike requir ement. The
B o e ALY P& Irst "ew on September 19, 1949 and made the

Irst deck landing by a turboprop aircraft, alighti ng on HMS

lllustrious the following June. Some aircraft were adapted

to carry a suite of electronic countermeasures equi pment,

while others were built to replace the Douglas Skyr aider in

the airborne early warning role. With exclusive fea tures and

artwork we re"ect on a versatile Cold War watrrior.



NS
4 .:_,; ot
e S G ST L - ™ s
S Andrew Thomas explains how the Fairey Gannet delivered an airborne

anti-submarine capability for the Royal Navy and other air arms

Above right ppropriately named
K (L&:<$H& after the elegant diving
I&M:%!8&.!<po& seabird able to pursue
EreaIet its prey underwater, the

. mggéﬁ?gﬁ;@ S3irey Gannet resulted from a Roye‘fﬁx
)5$&>$#:98!($&Navy_(_RN) requirement revealed by i
i(6&>#4a14308 Specification GR.17/45 in 1945. i
HO9s$#"4$()'88Detailing the need for a tandem- 8
HE?ézféggif?&&gifeat carrier-borne anti-submarine
po.L0&=i. ) )OI AS) search and strike aircraft,
!((?:gg&gfg oth Blackburn Aircraft and Fairey \
#s)m3)2ssemesdviation Company submitted
5:.7E"(L&6$98:963garoposals + the B-54/Y.A.5
I(6&8)58&2:42& and Type Q, respectively. After
6:#E&:95("(L4&examining these the Ministry of
CHIENRSSHN"CRS 1 pply, in its typical non-committal
way, ordered two prototypes of eac

v!((@f{iﬁis& blueprint on August 12, 1946.

T>B,/U,VOUH&:=&V@B& ; Comprising two engines mounted props eliminated the asymmetric
>?28'E&8:D$#868 (30oNverting kerosene side-by-side, both were linked handling problems associated with
)SB&S(LIHEEIIKRAG NOISe to a common gearbox driving single-engined flight in a twin,
Wégi;;fé?iﬁg% initially considering the contra-rotating propellers via an  therefore making single-engined
)53&F280)58 s56)4%@lIS-Royce Tweed as a suitable  individual drive shaft. This meant deck landing safer. Additionally, the
)5$&X$6M$HH (sicPOwerplant, Fairey turned to each unit could be shut down powerplant was designed to run on

[&67#'(L&D5"B5Armstrong Siddeley, which was independently, and the airscrew  kerosene or diesel from the outset,
(($)E&:9$#)$6& in the process of developing the  feathered when on patrol to increasehich helped eliminate the need
:#:f‘&)..5$&FZf‘ASM'1 turboprop. Standing for endurance * despite the aircraft  for high-octane petroleum spirit or
i‘fﬁ,ﬁf‘;&;%rmstrong Siddeley Mamba, having the appearance of being ~ AVGAS on board aircraft carriers.
~awsmmcar further work developed this conceptsingle-engined. As well as this, the Ground-running trials of the
into the Double Mamba ASM-3. use of a co-axial arrangement for th@novative engine began in 1948 as
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construction of Type Q prototype,
VR546, gained pace at Fairey's [

P L R

Hayes facility in west London. OnBes = = = . e
completed, the aircraft was move@s , :
by road to the Ministry of Aircraft § -

Production's airfield at Aldermasta

Berkshire, and it was from here t at

chief test pilot, Gp Capt Gordon

Slade, took to the air in the inverted :

gull-winged machine on SeptembEies. -

19, 1949. Rival Blackburn's Y.A.5 g

flew for the first time the next day,

Following its debut flight the

Gannet, as it would soon be kno

was noted to have handling issue

and numerous aerodynamic flawse® .,

Damaged while attempting to take 3

off in November that year, it was @ -

March 1950 before it flew again; ‘;‘r . -"
LSS S

small alterations to the elevators
ailerons and rudder during this
downtime reportedly resolved the & .
issues. The prototype, flown by LtF= -,
Cdr G R Callingham, undertook gk -3
the Gannet's first deck landing on .
HMS lllustriou®n June 19 that >~
year; it was also the first ever by a -

-

turboprop aeroplane. Developme
work continued with the first flight
of the second prototype, VR55%;

I"#$%&'()*+" #$&()" !




Above,  taking place two weeks later. FurtheBudan, for warm weather evaluationmaritime commanders several
jetorght . progress led to several changes,  in November. However, engine options with its ability to strike
%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ‘f&z##inqluding the internal weapons bay compressor issues led to a temporagrgets both on land and at sea. Not
31 06343%)5w6, PEING enlarged, a third cockpit for - grounding of RN Gannets in August.only that, its large weapons bay
&"y#8,*§t49%)'3,+#a radar operator and a retractable  Finally, on January 13, 1955 could accommodate a wide range of
361383 ## 6#< vadome for the EKCO ASV (Air-  Gannet AS.1 WN350 was deliveredstores + including marine markers,
THsn&# 3="#*40-Surface Vessel) Mk.19B radar to 826 Naval Air Squadron (NAS) atdirectional sonobuoys, 250Ib
>":":‘:"?'I'°/;’#@Ai#@‘ﬁé#19 fitted aft of the wing. These RNAS Lee-on-Solent, Hampshire, (110kg) or 500lb (225kg) bombs,
Cs)ﬁ#(’f)%BBi‘iggfggatures were included on the third under Lt Cdr G F Birch to begin  depth charges or acoustic torpedoes.
Ercioniee sucbrototype, WE488, which was replacing its weary Fireflies. It was Underwing hardpoints also allowed
uilt to near-production standard. considered fully equipped with the the Gannet to carry 250lb bombs,
La35#)&#)#")%1 hough the type's complexities arrival of aircraft WN364 two weeksdepth charges or up to 16 rocket
+%,898'3,+#&)*B)%aused lengthy delays, the Gannet later. With crews spending several projectiles; the latter could be fitted
J39BIL)<# T ISURE. 1 was ordered into “super- weeks converting and working up tovith different warheads, most
(,)\AFf,j,\f_’;tg);j;&,, iority' production during March  an operational standard, 826 spent af which were easily capable of
03 951 * the first example of which, short period using HMBagls deck penetrating a submarine's hull.
-;ﬁ!ﬁ/o/#?;?fg)s&A/VN339, rolled out in 1953. Six for carrier training. The unit soon )
<w#>+'83%:8)'3 days after its maiden flight, '339  embarked on the ship on June 4 anéihcreasing numbers
(/b@oP1oD#I#3&dticipated in a flypast during sailed for the Mediterranean where With a steady flow of aircraft arriving
I%"#9*B"0)Q3*4the Coronation Review by Queen participated in several exercises witbff the production line, more Gannet
3§#§f,f)jo3)‘éﬁ2;’éi§izabeth Il at Spithead in the the carrier until August. Clearing thesquadrons were quickly formed, with
9%6706)8" BDHF G#.0T# olent. It was followed by 265 moredecks to make way for a squadron the next being 824 NAS in February
w e AS variants, built at both Hayes  of Westland Whirlwinds, 826's 1955. Replacing its ageing Grumman
and at the manufacturer's StockportGannets flew back to the UK via  Avenger AS.4s, the unit joined HMS

4= v&#  facility in Cheshire; those coming Gibraltar and France, arriving back Ark Royahat October for a tour in |

BIR%" 9&#6")+ "&#from the latter were flight tested  at Lee in mid-September. the Mediterranean. Following suit, ‘
.)-#%ﬁ%g;(‘f; //"_))*i’ét RAF Ringway, today's The squadron soon re-joined the 820 NAS under Lt Cdr Desmond
k)ﬁ_#..w):&-)..D;vlanchester Airport. ship in the Moray Firth, Scotland, ~Cassidi received its first Gannet at
LUKXE>YT/IKF#. T4 before heading into the Norwegian RNAS Eglinton, Northern Ireland,
wiiscrkevurzierur VVElcome aboard Sea for NATO's Exercise Sea on March 7. Heading to the carrier

Development remained protracted, Enterprise. Having pioneered the HMS Bulwarkfor an exercise during
T#<%=)3 <Nyt in early April 1954, 703X Flight Gannet into operational service, ~ September, the aircraft became the
gﬁ&%‘z{; 5@@; RNAS Ford, Hampshire, received826 NAS disembarked back to  first of the type to operate in the
wioa#<eremoaPur airfframes (WN347-WN350)  Lee-on-Solent in mid-November,  Far East while embarked on HMS
)<roei o3 #6)8A0r intensive service flying trials. where it was disbanded after just Centauthrough January 1956
<%="BD#S%,=# +#The Gannet's tricycle undercarriage 11 months (it wasnt unusual for ~ Reforming on July 4, 1955 as an

?,",=#1'#)3%8%)<"#and position of the cockpit drew naval air squadrons to exist for onlyanti-submarine unit equipped with

% #MKL@APL@gise for deck landing, particularly a short period, with most usually — the AS.1, 825 NAS was followed in
MK“fil@[lpr@g@l';")_ ?en combined with the recently ~ dishanding at the end of a cruise aridovember by 812 NAS + the latter
mrrazPi@@p Introduced angled deck and mirror - reforming for another). carrying out its first cruise in
suatk  landing system. That June, WN344  From its initial operations the spring 1956.

was sent to the Royal Canadian Gannet AS.1 proved to be a The last of the initial Gannet
Air Force's Central Experimental  sturdy machine and well suited squadrons to stand up was 815 NAS
and Proving Establishment at to various tasks, including surface commanded by Lt Cdr J P David at

Namao, Alberta, for cold weather  surveillance and anti-submarine  Eglinton * the type becoming its last
trials, with another to Khartoum, warfare (ASW). The type offered fixed-wing mount before transferring

68 ()" I"HS068 () <+



" later in the year, the unit participated HMS Albionin late January 1957

Anti-submarine
capability

before joining HMEagleir Left
Group. Replacing its AS.1s, both  >3WH#T>D@&# <#N@O0#KT>?
825 and 815 NAS received their +)%Q"Bf**#'!"#&"'%*#f#
initial AS.4s in December 1957. 2721 0w0 ?%ﬁ)f#
Re-embarking ofirk Royah month g gspuomsn4s)e 48w B7
later, 814 sailed once more to the  3=4u-+"##,6+#2-#1"#
Mediterranean to exercise with the 9*3BHeTI#KT.G
US 6th Fleet * including cross-deckB |
training, which allowed its Gannets >¢°" o
to operate from the Forestall-class ‘L#Nggﬁﬁg);/[?;,“#ﬁ?#
aircraft carrier USSaratoga bO&O)55-#"=2)06Q"BH, ¥
Returning to British waters, 815's  zyT># Y"52,9%*" c#
Gannets disembarked to Culdrose %'5")&"&#)#&)5R# <#'34!'%#
in early July where the squadron  2d57#%,8Q"#+% '8'35"&#
disbanded, followed by 814 in %3303/*;2#‘)/3;4 #;2"/%:8 #
September afer IS 1L FOM  <rciure

On April 20, 1959, 810 NAS
reformed under Lt Cdr A McK
Sinclair at Culdrose where it worked
: up with six Gannet AS.4s, before

P _ flying to Gibraltar in June. There
T i 810 NAS joined HMEentaur's

to helicopters. Despite teething The first Gannet AS.4 took to somewhat obsolescent air group,
troubles during its work up, which  the skies on April 12, 1956. Fitted which included Hawker Sea
included a period on boddlwark with an uprated engine and other Hawks and de Havilland Se
for Exercise Dolphin and deck landinggnhancements, the first examples Venoms, and flew several
training withArk RoyaB15 was were delivered to 824 NAS at RNA®Xxercises in the
deemed fully capable by day and nigi@uldrose, Cornwall, six months Mediterranean.
come June 1956. Heading to the later. Working up with the improved The unit
Mediterranean, Norway and the US aircraft, the unit embarked with then®

in several large-scale exercises. for a Mediterranean deployment.
Having completed the That month, 814 NAS reformed

re-equipment of regular squadrons, at Culdrose to become the

the Gannet AS.1 was issued to the first to operate with

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve the AS.4 from

ilnSlZgb,{IuAegy %lsa:%dvxgih 1840 altwﬁ the start aUnderwing hardpoints
at For nown as the :
Channel Air Division) sharing a also allowed the Gannet
| of aircraft. Most of th
) gic;?ra?n:;rg\zgre p|§§e3 intgse //‘ tO Carry 250|b bombS,
storage justunderayears, < depth charges or up to
~later, following the > . . p
~ withdrawal of reserve— 16 rocket projectiles...

: k flying units.

"#3%&'()*+' #P&()" 1+




Right harbours, looking for suspicious
Jﬁgé&f;’/g’/g/%im& y - vessels attempting to covertly
>IMQ&*4,/,3"5* TR - transport arms and explosives to
iﬁ:?ﬁ;ﬁfgggﬁ? ‘B « 2 EOKA. The patrols were tasked
"1 (1"&IM8S. " 1"SBI&, ' 5 = R b . by the island's Joint Operations
$B/I"& /&1"SHHRER |, - | A Control Centre and were usually
78V76618=" & N , YR e / flown in co-operation with RN
—— -t 3 - . 4] patrol vessels. If one of 847's crews
deemed a seagoing craft suspicious,
fast patrol boats would be directed
. . . to intercept and board them. While
A pilot©s view - Sub Lieutenant Noel Dennett, | tasked with a patrol on February 2,
816 Squadron RAN

I"HBY0&E () P&HISS+,-& (.. & IDABOE R 2+$$+,,&3+4155-6878,89!:8,9+&;(-,&
-(<OH- #4!, +:841,1<=5 &8E&-1)&($&I$>&-9#<?&8,&)!-&@&., +:&)#, 985 (I: #$%oR
(&3(55+3-B&)OHA9&A+$,3+:&,9+&I#343!., &($E&,9+&4! 1<=5 &I. +3&# &)!-&-,

5()+3+:&1$:&,9+&!#343!. &G)!-H&I55()+:&, (&3(55&.(3)!3:&=%$,#5&,9+&9(5
G05,9(=%9H&)I#5+&,9+8&4,1<=5 &)I-&C+#$%6&, +$-#($+:B&!I&.=3,9+3&-
<34+, +:8#,&3(55#$%8&..(3)!3:8#.&,9+89(5:CI4AKCI(A+&<3+;1, =3+5>78

+$%#$+&+Y<5(:+:&!-&9+&A4!;+&(..&,9+&EA! F?&I9!$A.=55>B&I+&!$:&9#
1$:&[,&"&_&I(>&Z&)+3+8&3+-4=+:&=$9=3,7&

Right ~ proceeded to the Far East, via Aderthe flow of arms being smuggled to
"#$%&'$0& and onto Australia, before returningthe radicals, the local waters were
"+,%%!-88"&home in April 1960. As the last closely patrolled by RN and RAF
%Zgi//'szgﬂol/"f;; >&eagoing Gannet ASW squadron, assets searching for gun-running
$/2678895- 919654510 NAS participated in numerous vessels. Despite the presence of RIj
<=g>828@'$%sbl@val exercises, including a visit  ships and patrols by Malta-based
A-1B/C&20".%3&/4t0gthe Swedish capital Stockholm. RAF Shackletons, there was an
1,%("+.,%&"$.%.%3&iving back at Culdrose in July, urgent requirement for a short-
BOF&=GGIHI=" the unit was disbanded + ending theange maritime type to be based in
Belw  Gannets submarine-chasing careerCyprus. In March 1956, 812 NAS
784%."8 B& $%0%/&78 at Eglinton was split to create 847 =
B&KLM&78&NE. ! ckmtlng bandits NAS under the leadership of Lt Cdr
B,"#$/.,%&,BB&4Buring the mid-1950s, British W C Martin. Equipped with three
+,0/4&1,$+/8.%&703¢E(rces in Cyprus were battling Gannet AS.1s, the small unit left
OPMSD%"T'gﬁs;ﬁ&ﬁ With'te Greek/Cypriot EOKA for the Mediterranean on April5 |
2 ramilitary organisation, which wasnd was established at RAF NICOSI:_‘ L “"m-‘m

Al
1,%(1"/12&/,&$8&;=@D.
$%?§&+| '(12&. /48%3 hting to overthrow British rule  three days later. From there, Ganne &

'788,%&VW8&x9s30f ¢he island for an eventual union immediately began daily policing of
$%2&X7"2&6,)$-Y&OMitkGreece. In an attempt to stem the approaches to the island's small
OPQtdP&;=GGO;HI='

L Sy
, ,,ﬂ' [ e
~~»Mw i\

L
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— Anti-submarine

1957, Gannet WN357 suffered an

Beware, followed by deck landing

engine failure while being flown by training on HMSBulwark By the

the CO, and was forced to ditch,
though happily the M¢masoon
rescued the rather soggy crew.

In May 1958, Lt Cdr R W
Hawksworth DSC assumed
command, and the following
month three Gannet AS.4s arrived
to replace the AS.1s, to continue
24-hour patrols. As the Cypriot
situation stabilised in 1959, the

end of the year, it was deemed fully
operational and joined the carrier
HMS Albionon January 10, 1956.
Sailing to Singapore, the ship and

capability

of British Aircraft Constructors

show at Farnborough, Hampshire.

Mid-way through January 1958,
the squadron detached to RAF
Hal Far, Malta, for three months'
training with the Mediterranean

aircraft conducted training exercises Fleet. Shortly after arriving in the

in Aden, Bombay (today's Mumbai),
and Colombo (Sri Lanka) while en

route. Taking part in Exercises Sea unit through the rest of the period,
culminating in Exercise Augusta in

Dragon and MonsooAlbion'stay
in the Far East was relatively brief

area, Lt Cdr Ron Leonard MBE
DFC took over as CO and led the

April. However, this proved to be

security campaign was gradually

following its arrival home on

nearly 1,700 operational sorties
during its stay in Cyprus.

Short lived

The activities of 825 NAS were
typical of all Gannet units during
the mid-1950s. Re-commissioned
at Culdrose under Lt CdrJR C
Johnson with eight Gannet AS.1s
on July 4, 1955 the unit progressed
towards operational readiness
through participation in Exercise

B25's swansong with the Gannet

s, on April 29, as it was disbande

a few days after returning to
Culdrose. The unit re-formed on
August 16, 1960, this time with
Whirlwind HAS.7s.

Down under

While looking for an ASW
capability for its new aircraft
carrier, HMASMelbourngthe

Royal Australian Navy (RAN)
turned to the Gannet + 36 of
which were ordered, comprising
33 AS.1s and three T.2 trainers. In
early 1955, Australian personnel
arrived at Culdrose for training.
With conversion progressing, the
RAN re-formed two squadrons at
the Cornish base + 816 Squadron
under Lt Cdr B G O'Connell and

compared with others. Hgding on to817 commanded by Lt Cdr J A

run down and, with it, the need for Hong Kong, the ship began the returrGledhill, supplied with an initial
847's specialised capability. Thus, voyage to the UK in April where the batch of AS.1s. After working up,
at the end of November, 847 NAS squadron disembarked to Culdrose the Gannets were loaded onto
departed Cyprus and was disbandeith mid-May. Contributing to several

Melbournén March 1956 and

further exercises in British waters, 828ft for Australia. On arrival, the
December 1. The unit had amassedwas disbanded on August 7.

aircraft were sent to HMAS Nowra

Like so many other units, it soon in New South Wales. Tasked with

reformed + this time under Lt Cdr operational and conversion training

R C Ashworth on May 6, 1957.
Operating the Gannet AS.4, the
unit maintained its previous AS
role and, at the end of the month,

on boardvielbourneg724 Squadron
took delivery of the three T.2s and
several AS.1s.

Once deck qualified, both frontline

participated in an extensive NATO squadrons regularly deployed on
air defence exercise named Vigilarttoard the carrier for exercises across

In September 1957, Gannets
from 825 joined examples from
737 and 796 NAS to fly a smart

Australian and Southeast Asian
waters. In the late 1950s, while

operating off the Malayan coast,

‘anchor' formation over the SocietyRAN Gannets flew operational®

Left centre

"#$%&'$' &(1&'$)H*"S
+9%,&$-&+3$."-"#/'+0$"#!)$
1-&&"$2345%)#%,)$%..$"#'$
"67'8)$9:/-&;'+8%,!&(4%
<2=>?@$A=2$B$CDBBE?>

Left

"#$1")$/-+%F'$'G"&+'+0$
1-8&&"$2345$H21JIKILMK@$
%.$N50$3P*-+/%&$Bb!")S
%R'/$S',$3%*"#$ -T)$!&$
S5UVM4$B#'$-!/.I-F'$,-)$
+-F-(+31&$-$ # T)IW*7$
T-&+1&($-"$XY23$S%,/-$
%&$<'Z/*-16$SMOS5UVNS
HT'$Z'&($QB%,&$Z6SE"'$YS

)"'Z*16$%.SNSM$S3P*-+/%&[$

'$:/\SF'FZ'N$, 'S

*&I&\'+ASB#'S-1/:/-."$
B&N#+$!")$+-6)$%0&$"#'$
B/SHFT7$-"$&'-/26$XY23$
2TZ-"1%)p4s$
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28$/-I'$T#%" %o (/-T#$%.$NIM$
S23$1-&&"$2345$H211V$
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-$S%R'FZI$5UVMASS %S
"B %(&!"1%&S)"17)$
STTTV+$.9%/$%7'1-"1%&)$!&$
3*_$"#'$7/'RI%*)$6'-/4$
<$X$CDB"X?>
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Right ~ surveillance and reconnaissance
*5"E&#I#$&"4ILS§orties during the Malayan
C(Giggig)if/fztmergency until its de-escalation
1(©)E&[&>2+BES] 1959. By then, operational
v@1z&\=7#)53E)AxBRNELS were concentrated into 81
Y@0z&!(6&)5$&8++ 2awagEon + 817 having disbanded
\4"668$]&"(&)5%&$#@0AUGUSE the previous year.
@A0EHENRSSHNCR. During joint exercises with the
Selow USN, their submariners usually

896"(L&=#:4& : wgetected the Gannet's ECKO search

67#(L&)5$&E744gk@dar early in an engagement and
=8@A1B:&'(($)&>7agied accordingly. However, they werg

2%&_TE)&1&9"8:)&H@yen while submerged. This carried A e iy ).
:ZEg#f?zggf‘g&ZﬁﬁFﬁntil the "Aussie' crews pointed out T T T
8..5:; &67#..ZL&85..§§§F in the clear waters of the Pacific Each comprised a strike unitand =~ ASW role using Gannets, the first
&18E:&01#) 3 ansekNigh-flying Gannet could often an AS patrol squadron. The Gannetof that type's replacements + the
"(&$E)E&I2: 68 W>SRE a Submarine visually. During one AS.4 was selected for the latter tasiBreguet Br.1150 Atlantic + arrived
YHIL8$ZHIzNRSSHNCRXErCiSe a mystery sub' was spotted. and 15 airframes, plus a solitary  in late January 1966. The Gannets
Failing to identify itself, it disappearedT.5, were ordered. After forming  were retired on June 30, having
at high speed, meaning thatitwas in May 1958, MFG 1 crews + flown more than 10,000 hours in
probably a Soviet vessel shadowing commanded by Korvettenkapit'n ~ West German service.
the war games. Richard Left £ trained with the Fairey's other Gannet customer
During the Indonesian RN at Eglinton, after which they  was Indonesia. In January 1959, the
Confrontation between 1963- flew their new aircraft to Jagel in  Southeast Asian country ordered 17
66, 816's Gannets embarked on  northern Germany. Tasked with Gannet AS.4s and a pair of T.5s, for
Melbournand flew patrols off the  patrolling the western Baltic, the its yet to be finalised naval aviation
Malay Peninsula and north Borneo unit often searched for Soviet command; it would become known
while searching for Indonesian submarines snooping in the area. as the Angkatan Laut. Having
infiltrators. Aircraft from 816 were Soon afterwards MFG 2, under several crews already trained in the
also responsible for escorting the Fregattenkapitin Werner KI"'mper's UK, the aircraft were eventually
fast transport ship HMASydney command, was established at Keil operated from Sourabaya, a port city
during the initial deployment to cover Germany's northern coastabn the island of Java, with its AS
of Australian forces to Vietnam area and assumed the responsibilitpatrol squadron.
on May 7, 1965. However, 816 for training. In October 1961, Indonesia considered the type ideal
Squadron was disbanded on Augustestructuring resulted in MFG 1's  for patrolling its coastal waters and
25,1967 and the mighty Gannet  Gannets being transferred to MFG myriad islands, but increasing tensions
withdrew from RAN service after 2, while the technical elements with Britain over the formation of
just a decade of valuable service. deployed to Sylt + a small German the state of Malaysia led to conflict in
island in the North Sea's Frisian Borneo. With several embargos placed
Other exports archipelago. However, this was a on the country, including spares, it is
 After the 1955 decision to temporary move. By the end of believed the Gannets were withdrawn
' re-equip the Federal Republic of  April 1963, MFG 2 relocated to from service in 1965. Very little else
Germany, the air arm of the newly the rebuilt airfield at Nordholz near is known of the type's service with the
constituted navy, the BundesmarineCuxhaven, Germany. The following country. It is believed one AS.4 was
(Federal Navy), was initially year it was split, leading to the lost when it crashed into a mountain,
formed around two wings or formation of MFG 3 “Graf Zeppelin' killing all three crew. A number of
Marinefliegergeschwader led by Fregattenkapit!n Paul Kriebelpreserved examples still exist toda
(MFG). = in June. Originally tasked with the in Indonesia. @
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ESSENTIAL READING FROM KEY PUBLISHING

COMMEMORATIVE 75™ ANNIVERSARY EDITION
© RoyAL

IN THE AIR

DIDAY 75" RAF SALUTE HISTORY D!DAY IN THE AIR WAR IN THE EAST
ANNIVERSARY AND HEROISM A tribute to the aerial assets The dramatic story of the
The story behind Operation Overlord, This impressive £26 million overhaul, of D-D_ay, in this 75th War in the East.
the greatest amphibious which explores the first 100 years Anniversary year.
invasion in history. of the RAF and its roles today.
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Spotlight

Fairey
Gannet

Submarine

Detective

This month's  Andy Hay artwork provides examples of the colours and
markings of Fleet Air Arm anti-submarine Fairey Gan nets

his Fairey Gannet Category ZZ (total loss, clearly Gannet AS.4s replaced the AS.1s of
AS.1, XA391/321/B,is  unrepairable or beyond economica20 NAS that year, and the unit flew
portrayed in the scheme repair) on September 25, 1957 witthe type until it disbanded on April
it wore with 820 Naval  a little over 375 flying hours “on th@9, 1958. It re-formed at Culdrose
Air Squadron in 1956. The aircraft clock'. The crew, Lt A R Robinson,on August 16, 1960 as a rotary
ditched into the sea the following Lt G W M Thompson and Leading squadron with Westland Whirlwind
year while operating from HMS  Telegraphist (Air) M E A Loades alHAS.7 helicoptersLL ARTWORK
Bulwark and was judged as escaped unharmed. ANDY HAY-2019 @
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Spotlight

Canr it AEW - Far Slg ht

he Royal Navy (RN) (USN) in
realised its Douglas 1945. The APS-20F variant chosen
Skyraider AEW.1s, which for the AEW Gannet, as one
had only entered service operator recalled: @4was a pulse
in 1951, would be obsolete by  radar and thus very susceptible to
the end of the decade given clutter from weather or sea returns.
the type's 1940s vintage. The latter was the ‘'mush’ in the
In response, Fairey took its centre of the scope and was affected
already successful Gannet andby the sea state and increased with
completely redesigned the the aeroplane's altitude. The radar
fuselage, in a bid to replace had a practical range of about 100
the obsolescent piston-engined miles and the lead operator was
‘raider in the airborne early always adjusting the tilt of the
watrning (AEW) role, incorporating scanner, the gain of the receiver and
the latter's bulbous AN/APS-20F the aircraft's height to get
radar. This Gannet conversion wasthe optimum picture.
initially planned as a stopgap until &There was no height-finding
a new purpose-built system arrivedgapability, but you could get an
but it went on to serve for almost indication, depending on the tilt
two decades + and rapidly became angle set, and once you
one of the most widely utilised had a “paint' of an
types in the RN's inventory. - aircraft you played
) . [with] the controls to
Those clever Brits 1 maintain contact.
Developed by General Electric, While close to
the AN/APS-20 search radar first the coast with
entered service with the US Navy a rough

M‘ 1

Andrew Thomas as
describes thhe
development that t
manufacturer

Fairey undertook
to turn its

Gannet into an
effective AEW 7
platform. Othérer
sub-types are also explored
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sea, and perhaps with electronic  a larger vertical stabiliser to combatdatalink, which fed the Gannets  Below
countermeasures jammers in use, instability from the addition of radar picture back to the carrier.  M3"#1"#&%,+#<)553*4#
it could be hard work to keep the radome. The type's original Although unarmed, the original J6)-#IEHLHSSIAR( "4
a workable picture. However, three-man crew was retained,; underwing hardpoints were retaine T’;’ﬁ;;'iggﬁ/s %if‘g/z
although somewhat antiquated however, the two rear cockpits for the carriage of external fuel 83068)#@ ~OOD !..#)’3)%<%)=
we made it work quite effectively, were removed, with the observers tanks to increase endurance. BI3BIHOOE HH G #
especially in warmer climates. being housed in a cramped cabin  The AEW Gannet, which was )%0)%-#"@:#@AOAH)*B#6)&
During one exercise a visiting senioaft of the wing, accessed via originally to be called Albatross, wag"53R"%"B# #1"#/,-)5#

US officer commented that only thesmall, hinged hatches. Inside the developed through the mid-1950s KIR-#*#Y)%8@"# <#1)#

Brits, a¥4could take a 1940s radar, compartment, each observer had by Fairey at its West London faciIity;’;ﬁfé‘ff::;‘gf;gﬁf

plumb it into a 1950s airplane and a 7in (18cm) radar scope. The in Hayes, where the first prototype, ssos)08.g"550+a#v98"9=#

make it work in the 1970s#° systems and radio controls were  XJ440, was built. Moved five miles 3+7'94="2.Q"35:#("%=)*Di#
. . situated between them. Trained in (8km) by road to RAF Northolt, it vux

Making it work AEW reporting and fighter control, was from there that noted test pilot

With the addition of an uprated every observer also learnt the art  Peter Twiss performed its maiden
Armstrong Siddeley Double Mambaof surface surveillance, shadowing flight on August 20, 1958. At the

102 turboprop, the exhausts were and strike direction. The radar was beginning of September that year,
shortened, while the undercarriage later integrated with an ANJAPX-7 with just 11 hours' flying time and

was lengthened to Identification Friend  duly painted in Royal Navy colours,
accommodate the or Foe set and the aircraft (then designated AEW.3)
radar housing. Other equipped with was demonstrated to the crowds by
modifications an AN/ART- Twiss at Farnborough, Hampshire.
included 28 Bellhop The first production example,

XL449, flew the following month
and in all 44 examples rolled
out at Hayes during seven
years of production.®
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28)¥7'1Z$)"*+6$%.$1-8&&"$" adI$H2IOOKMMMKEY$,# &%) /RI&(S,"#SXDS<TI(#'$
NJUS3P*-+/%803QB6!1&($./96FSEY)) ' FY* #S)4%/ " TESZ' %6/'S,1"#+- - THI&S5UMNAS="$
1)$&% $+)7T-6'+$1&$@ %R T'%&C)$< T $2USRHFE R LN HEAS

COD Couriers

"H$H%E&'("&") & ' +*" &Y " H+&, "+ &)-"H#-""SHS&I/0"-I$H+1"&"2&**'+*"3(45]&*1"6+/'7T+*0"82369" &#HH+%0":"& " Yo&#;"<$/=/[+1"
%-*1$>-"%-+"? @AB4CB#"50"%-+"D&((+%E"F'7+"GHEI#"8JGIKB,"JGILI,"JGIAA,"JGICB"&(1"JIDC@B9"M+*+"N!1'2'+1"<I*"%%-+"
*/+"M'%-"1(+"&%%&)-+1"%!"+&)-". +*&%'| (&/"#+&>!'(>"Ol@"PGH"F/">-%E"Q-+("M'%-'("*&(>+,"236"D&((+%#"'M!$/1"R'0"
&H-1*+"&(L")[+)%" ¥ " L+ T+*"#N&//["-">-4 F'1¥'00"#.&*+#," .+ ((+/"&(1":"&5! 7T+"&/[":"N&'["' ("%-+"5IN5"5&0" I*" (*
HN&/"$(1+*M'(>". &((+HE"G%"/+&#%"|(+"&*)*&<%"M!$/1"5+"&//N) & Yo+ 1"&#"%-+"GIN"*&/SH"T&*>+"<*"%-+"F/&>"3<")+*"
G"*)*&<%"2&**'+*#E" -+"/&#%"+U&N./+,"JGIAAVCCCVWX, "M&#"M'%-1*&M("<*IN"OI@S#"Y Z"F/">-%"!("[$(+"\A,"?@CO"&(1"'#"
(IM"+U-'5'%+1"&%"%-+"F/++%"G"*"G*N"X$#+$N,"TPGH"+17'/%!(E"

With the initial deck-landing trials
programmed to take place towards

the end of the year, XJ440 ‘trapped'
1-8&&"$"MadI$H2JILS,-)$: % &R/ +$"%$ #'$:%*/!'1$: %&b (*/-"1%&$.%/$) /R!:'$ aboard the Iight fleet carrier HMS

S HENIUSIP*+/%68$+4/1&($5UONS-&+$*) +$-)$-$) 7-/)$) %*/:'$1&$5UMed$ Centauron November 18; testing
d?@$" EE?"B="S . . !
continued into December.

<-1/'6$")"$71T%"$f""/$B,1))$"-;)$%..$!&$1-&&"$27? 41$7/%"%"6 7' SHYIILS.%/$-$
+F%&)"-"1%&SBI(H#'$-"$"# SSUVNS<-/&Z %0/ %* (H$)#%,0$Z-/ T6$" %$,")$-."1$
"M$F-1+'&$Qb! (#x4851>275
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Airborne

Trials and

tribulations

On August 17, 1959, 700G Flight
of the Intensive Flying Trials Unit
led by Lt Cdr W Hawley at RNAS
Culdrose in Cornwall, received
its first AEW.3 to begin service

the HQ Flight received its first
Gannet (XL454), with Lt Cdr

P A Woolings' C Flight taking
delivery of its initial example,
XL471, before joining the newly
commissioned carrier HMS
Hermeghat July. In the same
month Lt Cdr Levy's B Flight
converted from the Skyraider and
joined the Gannets aboard HMS
Victoriousin October for a work-
up period in the Mediterranean.
In January 1961, A Flight left
Ark Royalbefore returning to sea
aboardCentautin April for a cruise

Early Warning

9, a pair of AEW.3s = XL499/426/H
of B Flight and XP197/414/CU

of the HQ Flight + collided while
undertaking a nocturnal exercise witl
RN destroyer HM&orunnakilling

all six aircrew. Later that month, Lt = /418/ #1R&/4.+8-.34/&N&11/&
B T Jones of C Flight died when 18" "&US+&+HI$#.%3&
Gannet XP198/430/R fell overboard +#U4!"1&.%&/41&9%3-.+4&
afterArk Royas third arrester cable ~ 43%%"B8s6a67>Gr 8
malfunctioned. After being rigged

incorrectly, the wire failed to remain in

the aircraft's hook, causing "198 to falll

off the edge of the deck; the observers,

noted as Lt Neale and S Lt Frost, both

survived. The following month

Left

[$."1)& $%%!/&79>D]&

SGJIQINLON&,B&7&[-.34/&
hB,-2+&./+&U.%3+&$+&./&

#$%,10("1+&,%&VW8&

X;1%/$0"Y & %&OP_]D&7/&

to the Far East where, ironically, it Lt Cdr Robertson led B Flight

relievedVictorious
While in the Far East, 849's
Gannets usually disembarked to
either RAF

Seletar
or Tengah while the ship

was docked in Singapore, or RAFseveral RAF units off the coasts o

Kai Tak when off Hong Kong.

aboardHerme—sVictorious
steamed back to the UK.

Global reach
During early 1963, A Flight,
while onCentaur exercised with

Above
$%%!/&79>D]&
SGJQL TIING&,B& &[-.34/R&
f KJIP&'78&U4.-1&$:,$"2&
VWB8&X7"2&6,)$-YR&[!:"0$")&

Aden and Kenya, while sending  opoypeavrrairr a76h

When operating from land bases, theletachments ashore to Khormaksar
aircraft would typically exercise with and Embakasi (today's Jomo
locally based units and assets, as wé&kenyatta International Airport).

as others from its air group.

At the end of June 198Zictorious
was rushed to the Persian Gulf
in response to Kuwait's plea for
protection from the new Iragi
regime. Named Operation Vantage,

evaluations. These were completedB Flight's Gannets were thrown

on January 31, and the next day

into action almost immediately

the unit was re-designated A Flight on arrival, to monitor the integrity

of 849 Naval Air Squadron (NAS).

Having worked up for several
months with a single dual-control

of Kuwait's airspace against any
possible Iraqgi intruders. When on

task and acting as an AEW “barrier’,

Gannet T.5 trainer and three AS.4s,the Gannet usually cruised on one
the squadron became the sole userengine + alternating them every 30

of the AEW variant in RN service.
Formed into A, B and C Flights
until the addition of D in 1964,
plus the HQ Flight for training,

minutes or so. Leavikigrmesn

Meanwhile in the Far East, B

Flight began mounting operational
patrols fromHermesas the so-called
Indonesian Confrontation began

to gain momentum. Surveillance
sorties were flown to locate ships
and aircraft attempting to infiltrate
the Malay Peninsula with guerrilla
forces, as well as into the Malaysian
states of Sarawak and Sabah in
Borneo. WithHermegelieved

in June, C Flight andrk Royal
continued operations. The previous
month, A Flight had lefCentaur

and in August boardédctorious

August, C Flight was soon back at seavhich had since joined the Far East

on boardArk Royain November.
With command passed to Lt Cdr

communications and ship-to-shore J F McGrail in February 1962, the
duties = each would typically operatequadron was presented with the 198a@ng deployment in the east, where
Bambara Trophy for flight safety two the tempo of operations against

four airframes while embarked.

A month after taking on its new
nameplate, A Flight joined the
carrier HMSArk Royafor the first
time. Meanwhile, on February 19

months later. Sadly, and somewhat
ironically, just after being bestowed

Fleet. Then, having léftermesn
September, B Flight moved to HMS
Centaulin December for a year-

the Indonesians had increased
dramatically. However, wherkA

the honour the unit lost three aircraft Royalentered refit in November

in two separate incidents. On April

1963, C Flight was sent to )
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Culdrose where it remained largely
shore-based for the next 12 months.
This pattern continued through
1964 with at least one, sometimes
two, carriers deployed to what was
known as East of Suez. During May
however, 849's HQ and C Flights
participated in the Jubilee Review
_ of the Fleet Air Arm (FAA) at
585 ()F_i'lg;‘;_:& RNAS Yeovilton, Somerset, before
VA &>2eonksellS Royal Highness, the Duke of
235"(6:&(($)& Edinburgh. The RN's fifth strike
>H-+/&T @AAUBBERErier, HMSEaglewas coming to
=&J& 8'L5)&VBHe end of its lengthy modernisation
?ar'6#.(&)\0"SE&n 1964, which led to D Flight +
2:%;&%?8%73(!)3!3;2#% der Lt Cdr D W Besley * being
Wx2aY>#keMmvigi:farmed on September 3. Arriving
b7(se@V:e@ABR-ENe ship in December, the outfit
cHienrssHn-cAeft for Seletar on January 13, 1965

above  and commenced operations. The airframes. DisembarkiMictorious later in the year wheirk Royal

*5"E&>.U>"?c,* &previous month, Lt Cdr "Lofty' to Brawdy, A Flight was temporarily started a lengthy refit, but not before
#61#89"3)7#3&ESDR&sh's A Flight had leffictorious disbanded to alleviate the shortage being awarded the Boyd Trophy for
I;gf%iﬂggﬁ;g?f Culdrose. and in mid-September, B Flight wasoutstanding performance during
155849)74(:4D5"8S January 1965, however, the  also disbanded with HMSentaur  its blockade participation. The
(74s#:7E81614eSHUadron’'s shore base changed to being placed in reserve. flight was never to be re-formed,
3:()13)E&!(6&E:4$&RNAS Brawdy in Pembrokeshire ) ) with the government dictating the
$==$3)"<$&_!44"(L& 849 arrived in style with an Tensions rise withdrawal of the fixed-wing carriers

1$&IBE.&6"E981%SPnBressive mix of eight Gannet  Following the Unilateral Declaration
)5$';'é?/!§§fg?7|)55$& W.3s and six T.5s in formation. of Independence by the Government
)5$&?K‘,’,/0#!..6$#&> 1,Cdr Mike Rawlinson assumed  of Rhodesia in November 1965, a
)5E&DIE&<IE)gGMMand shortly after the move, British blockade was mounted to
a#sea68#mss  and ten days later sent C Flight to prevent oil supplies reaching the
SR??CHXRF*wen';baE( ort1ce again Ark Royafor reb;el ?cgony v'i:a.th(-tz Moze:mlli.ique
_ a Far East cruise. port of Beira. Frigates patrolling
*Io,,{f(ti‘g_‘;)rgggM -gFrom Brawdy, HQ Flights Gannets the approaches were supported by
 Jupewes74(LgalTied out daily training sorties in - a carrier when possible. Known
)5$88N)32@A0NBKGE0rge’s Channel and arqur]d as the Beira Patrré‘lrk Royaanq
T>B0orUQOVUJI&D!HRe southern Irish Sea. Consisting Eaglevere assigned the role in 1966,
)58&8IE)&N($)&>2+pRainly of AEW “crosstell' exercises with the Gannets of 849's C and
(&M &ESH#<"35+EC)PARRmItting target information D Flights bearing the brunt of the
ng\ifaiﬁ’s‘%gg: een various units), fighter taskings. Individually, both elements
YLl 687y '8 ok@Ntrol and radar shipping plots,  arrived back at Brawdy in June and
67)'sEsaercoaredRiS Was all part of the operational ~ August that year. Meanwhile, A
nmrxcH conversion for new crews. The flightand B Flight had been re-formed
also participated in numerous naval under Lt Cdr Nash and Lt Cdr
and air defence exercises. Cobb respectively for deployments
However, the formation of D aboardVictoriousandHermes
Flight created a shortage of AEW.3 However, C Flight was disbanded

CHPAR()" IHS%&()+
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Early Warning

from service. This marked the its crews with the AEW role in (including the flight), was tasked Below
beginning of a long drawdown October 1969. Sending three HQ  with covering the final removal I"HS%&"B()*+,$-((1+./$
for 849 NAS. Flight Gannets to RAF Binbrook, of UK forces from bases in the =~ "#/S(") $)%%'#0515213#5

In 1966 the HQ Flight Lincolnshire, the crews established Persian GulfEaglevas withdrawn tgf;:gz gog/f;;gf?):
participated in several exercises, a system of integrating control of ~ on returning home and D Flight g a,5¢ Bs155CDEF/$-08"#-
including a period on HMS English Electric Lightnings, via disbanded on January 26, 1972. 2134"$G+H$I%E:+ $:4+:HO$
Hermesand in August was placed ground-controlled intercept radar ~ Continuing to operate frodurk "+ $. 4 HSI0$; +- 85K)"+$

under the leadership of Lt Cdr A and AEW. During this period, the  Royal B Flight was taken over by  "#+$;-"-(&"$0")(0$L$)5+$
W Roberts. In March 1967 the HQ Flight also began training RAF Lt Cdr lain Neale and in October ~ %)..$%$#+$-$
flight provided radar surveillance, navigators, to prepare them for the 1972, gained royal distinction when @hggg’igfﬁ%%’ 883
and photographic evidence of the formation of its Shackleton AEW.2 HRH The Prince of Wales flew
effectiveness of Buccaneer S.2 strikast, 8 Squadron. in a Gannet on a familiarisation
on the stranded tanker &8rey On January 5, 1970 command  sortie. The aircraft, XL500/042/R,
Canyonwhich had run aground of the re-formed B Flight fell to Lt subsequently sported a crowned red
off the Scilly Isles (about 26 miles Cdr Geoff Maltby and it joined the dragon on the fin. In 1973 the flight
[42km] from the Cornish coast) modernised\rk RoyalThe flight disembarked to numerous US bases,
and was leaking crude oil. embarked for the first time on May while Ark Royakxercised with the

Throughout this period Gannets 4, initially with a cadre of four US Navy off the North American
continued to operate from strike  Gannet AEW.3s (XL482/041/R, East Coastin 1973. The ship and
carriers, with B Flight flying onto  XL494/042/R, XP229/043/R and its air group continued undertaking
Hermesn September 1966 for XP199/044/R) along with a sole  operational and training flights
a deployment East of Suez. The  COD.4 (XA466/040/R). When * including a spell with NATO's
following year, in company with Brawdy was relinquished by the  Striking Fleet Atlantic through the
Eagleand D Flight, it covered the RN in 1971, 849 moved northto  mid-1970s when the Cold War
final British withdrawal from Aden RNAS Lossiemouth on the Moray was at its height.
during November 1967. B Flight  coast of Scotland. Increasingly, On return from its final
disbanded when disembarked to  the service was then focused on deployment to the US on boakik
Brawdy in February 1968; its place large-scale NATO exercises in the Royafn April 1978, B Flight flew
in the carrier's air group being Atlantic. ButEagleconducted to RAF Lossiemouth on November
passed to A Flight the following one last cruise to the Far East 27. There, less than a month later,
May. Remaining withlermesuntil during 1971. The air group, which 849 NAS was disbanded. The
it too was withdrawn from service, Ancluded D Flight, took part in AEW.3 was withdrawn after 19
Flight disbanded on July 14, 1970. exercises with the Southeast Asia years' frontline flying with the

Treaty Organisation and ANZUK  Senior Service, effectively closing

Political plunder forces in Malaysia; the latter was athe fleet's ‘eyes'. This became all too
The policy to withdraw the carriers tripartite force formed by Australia,apparent just four years later in the
meant the fleet air defence and New Zealand and the UK to South Atlantic, when the Falklands

strike tasks were passed to the guarantee the integrity of MalaysiaWar began and the Royal Navy was
RAF. Therefore, 849 NAS began  and Singapore. The ship, and by without carrier-based airborne early
a series of exercises to acquaint  implication the whole air group  warning to protect its task forc€
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Fairey Gannet AEW.3 statistics
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Electronic ugly
ras%81&0 - duckling
*+.-)/"001")12345)
6789:;<=>;?@)#%&,Or;?1
"'&",0,0-)A,-.)BC!&)

e increasing complexity of
aritime warfare in the 1950s led
"1D&,(.)EB0) 10 ship-borne radar operators being English Electric Canberra T.17. Thusincluding periodic check flights.
EIFIGHI&)9l):J==4)Diequired to work with their own
+"1&)KB,0#)1)*+,-.)radar and communication equipmenii966 and nearly all the Gannet AS.68.5 standard and new-build aircraft
BO) LE)M 1&GN)yntarnished by enemy jamming.
After a period of evaluation, 831
S was formed at Culdrose on
QR,0"S")T"F"0l)BO)VIAY 1, 1958 under Lt CdrW J
UBCIGH!&)>>1):J=vHlanks with a miscellany of aircraft
w2@)xQ772xypauincluding ECM-equipped de
Havilland Sea Venoms * to provide
a training capability. Initially given
jthe Gannet AS.1 for pilot and crew
0):J=14)E.B&+z)"P1&@miliarisation, A Flight received
its first specially modified Gannet
AS.4, fitted with NSM 3009 ECM
IGH"&RI#)BO) LE) (Electronic Counter Measures)
equipment, the following year for
service trials; nine examples were
(&c,onpeay&ngventually produced. The ECM
*+,-)#,(H'0##)B0) gear was operated by the electronic
Tw+2):8)):J<4warfare officer in the rear cockpit,
BN 17277 assisted by the observer + who was

also responsible for navigation.
Eventually, seven airframes were

utility duties and it remained there
until 1970. Four airframes were lost
modified to become the definitive  during 831's Gannet years, together
variant + the Gannet AS.6; with two crews.

informally they were referred to as the .

ECM.6. Pressed into service, these Gannet schooling

modified aircraft flew in support of The T.2 was developed for conversion
fleet training in UK and NATO areas training, with AS.1 WN365

of responsibility. While operating in transformed on the production

the north, several Norwegian bases line to become the prototype.

were chosen for regular detachmentgjtted with dual controls and a

as was RAF Hal Far in Malta for periscope in the second cockpit, so
training with the Mediterranean the instructor could see forward, all
Fleet. Although much of the units the radar and other non-essential
time was spent on land, 831 NAS equipment was deleted. The rear

also spent periods embarked on  cockpits, however, were left in situ
carriers #Ark RoyalVictoriousand to carry two passengers. Production
Hermesall hosting detachments was interspersed at Fairey's Hayes

of two or more aircraft. The last facility with that of the AS.1, and 38
such deployment was in 1962. A examples had been constructed by the
year later, the squadron moved to  end of the run. These were followed
RAF Watton in Norfolk alongside by nine new-build T.5s based on the
the RAF's ECM assets. From here AS.4 variant. The trainer first flew in
831 continued operations until role  August 1954, and the RN received its
training was rationalised into the  first example early the next year. Used
jointly manned 360 Squadron, with primarily for conversion training,

B Flight of the RAF's 97 Squadron, most frontline squadrons had at least
following the development of the  one on strength for different duties,

831 NAS was dishanded on May 16 Several T.2s were later converted to

were withdrawn from use, with the
majority transferred to the School
of Aircraft Handling at Culdrose.
However, one aircraft, XA460,
was allocated to 849 Squadron for

were taken on strength by 849 NAS's
HQ Flight, as it became responsible
for AEW training. Like all other
Gannet versions, the trainer was fully
equipped for deck landind®.



